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The purpose of this amendment is to provide responses to potential offerors' questions regarding 
Solicitation Number ED-IES-12-R-0007, SBIR Phase I – Special Education 2012:

1. I am interested in the Special Education - Phase I Project, but not quite sure of what the 
objective is for the program - are other licenses needed for this particular program? If you 
could direct me to where I may obtain more information, I would greatly appreciate it.  

Response: For more information on the IES/ED SBIR program, including information on the 
program objectives, view the IES/SBIR website at: http://ies.ed.gov/sbir/ 

2. Is this a follow on requirement? If yes, then who is the incumbent and what is the 
contract number?

Response:  No, this is not a follow on. This is a new procurement.

3. What is an ED rate entity?

Response:  This refers to the cognizant government audit agency (e.g., Health and Human 
Services, Department of Defense) who review government contractors’ indirect rates.  If no 
government agency has audited an offeror’s indirect rates, indicate N/A.

4. Is referencing all to be in footnotes. In other grants we have written, there a bibliography 
is added as an attachment but the application instructions for this proposal indicate that 
references should be in the form of footnotes that are also in the same font size and 
spacing as the text. Is this correct, or are the references added as a separate attachment?

Response:  As is detailed in the solicitation, all references are to be included within the specified 
location and page limit.  (Please note:  The resulting award will be a Purchase Order, not a 
grant.)

5. For page 43 item L – what if we just get estimated/actual costs for items but don’t have a 
system.  What would we say?

Response:  This area refers to vendors who have been awarded government contracts.  If an 
offeror does not have any government contracts, indicate N/A.

6. Page 23 8. Contract Work Hours. We often find that we (salaried employees) work longer 
hours during different points projects, which take us above a 40 hour work week. For our 
company policy, we do not paid overtime although we later may take extra time off to 
compensate for the longer days. Would we pay salaried employees overtime or could we 
continue to apply overtime hours to other weeks?

Response:  This will be a firm fixed price, purchase order award.  There will be no overtime for 
this type of award.
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7. Page 24. 16. Background Requirements. Since only the principal investigator and the 
research consultant will know the identities of participants and have access to their 
information and raw data, are these the only people who need this?

Response:  On page 23, section “16. Background Investigation Requirement” states the following:

16.  Background Investigation Requirement
Any contractor/subcontractor staff or consultants who will work on the contract for thirty 
(30) days or more (in total) and who will have access to sensitive data (for example, but not 
limited to, data protected by the Privacy Act or FERPA) must undergo a government 
background investigation.  This investigation will include, among other things, a credit 
check and criminal background check.  The cost of performing the investigation is borne by 
the Government; however, the Contractor will be responsible for the costs of fingerprinting 
any proposed staff that need an investigation.  The cost of fingerprinting may be included in 
your proposed budget. Offerors should check with their local policy agency to determine the 
cost of fingerprinting (two fingerprint sets are required per person). 

8. Page 24. H. Profit/Fee – We have included this in previously funded grants but have not 
done one for IES and we not sure how this is calculated or if there is a limit.

Response: Offerors must make their own determination as to what is a reasonable profit/fee.

9. 16. Page 51-55. Appendix G. This is the section, which has to be signed and includes the 
section to be signed and information about officer compensation. We are a small business 
(2 people) so we do everything from executive roles to admin to research to marketing to 
maintenance of our offices. We get a salary and there is a company retirement 
contribution. Do we need to submit salary information for this section and is that all we 
need to include? Is there an Appendix G form available online to compelete and include 
or do we re-copy this to create an Appendix G?

Response:  Offerors must comply with the Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) requirement 
stated in the solicitation, Clause 52.204-10 Reporting Executive Compensation and First-Tier 
Subcontract Awards.  Print or copy Appendix G in the Solicitation and complete.
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